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The focus of this research is on the reintegration of youth gang members in Honduras. The aim of this 
qualitative study is to broaden the knowledge of reintegration processes and programs in one specific 
country in Central America, namely, Honduras. A sample of fourteen interviews with stakeholders in 
the field of maras and pandillas has been investigated and the results revealed some similarities 
between the different methods of reintegration. Our data suggest that a comprehensive process, 
including the family, school, community, and governmental support via social politics is necessary to 
give the youngster a platform where he can reintegrate himself into society, and refrain from 
committing any criminal behavior. However, most respondents agreed upon the fact that leaving a 
gang is very difficult and includes high risks, the most infringing being assassination. Consequently, the 
majority of the stakeholders call for more investment in prevention at an early stage, i.e. before a 
youngster gets related to a gang. 
                                                          
1 This research was conducted in the frame of a Master’s thesis in Criminology, at the KU Leuven, with Prof. 
Stephan Parmentier as promotor and Dr. Barbara Van Wijnendaele as co-promotor. It has been revised, 
submitted and accepted as a book chapter of the Springer volume ‘Gangs, Trafficking, and Fear of Crime: 
Research from the XVII World Congress of Criminology’. 
